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San Bernardino National Forest cautions 

visitors due to Hurricane Hilary 

National Weather Service has issued tropical storm watch, flood 

watch for San Bernardino and Riverside counties 

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif., Aug. 18, 2023 – San Bernardino National Forest officials are cautioning 

the public that an incoming storm system could bring hazardous conditions over much of Southern 

California, including all three ranger districts of the forest, beginning this weekend through Tuesday. 

Rainfall is expected to be heaviest on the San Jacinto and Mountain Top Rangers Districts. Visitors 

planning to picnic, hike, hunt or camp over the next five days are strongly encouraged to monitor weather 

forecasts and potentially delay their visit until after Hurricane Hilary has passed through the area. 

The following services will be closed to the public Sunday and Monday: the San Jacinto Ranger District 

Visitor Center; the Big Bear Discovery Center at the Mountain Top Ranger District, and; the Lytle Creek, 

Mill Creek and Barton Flats visitor centers in the Front Country Ranger District. 

“We encourage visitors to pay close attention to weather predictions as this storm approaches the San 

Bernardino National Forest,” said Deputy Forest Supervisor Amy Reid. “Be prepared for deteriorating 

conditions, and if you choose to travel make sure someone is aware of your plans.” 

The National Weather Service has issued a flood and tropical storm watches for the counties of San 

Bernardino and Riverside. High winds and heavy rainfall are expected throughout the region. Hazardous 

conditions including flooding, rockslides, mudslides, as well as falling limbs are possible. 

Flash flooding can occur in places even when it is sunny overhead, so know the weather forecast and 

monitor conditions in the local area. Prepare to leave before conditions prevent a safe departure; 

depending on the location, it may be better to wait until the storm and flooding pass. For the next few 

days after the storm, stay off wet and muddy roads to prevent rutting and resource damage. 

Visitors who have made reservations at concessionaire-managed campgrounds can inquire about a refund 

or future reservation through Recreation.gov. 
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